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SHRI VELU AASAN

Shri Velu Aasan is one of the senior and foremost well-known Parai artists in
Tamil Nadu. Parai, also known as Thappu or Thappattai is a traditional percussion
instrument from South India. It is a traditional instrument used to make
announcements and played during temple festivals, cultural folk performances,
weddings and functions.

2. Born on 20" May, 1970, Shri Velu Aasan did not continue his study beyond the
fourth grade of elementary school. Due to the family's poverty, he began performing
Parai music with his father at the age of 10 for the world famous Alanganallur
Jallikkattu (Bull Fight), temple festivals and sometimes funeral processions. He has
been performing for the last 34 years to revive and rejuvenate Parai music, one of the
traditional arts that is on the verge of extinction, and its artists. It is traditional to
honour the Jallikattu only after the swami darshan is completed and the Parai
instrument is played. He is proud to have proclaimed the Parai Music of traditional not
only in the Indian context but also in the universal folklore arena.

3. As cultural festivals grew, the importance of Parai music and performance was
realized by the public. Shri Velu Aasan became a trainer who taught this music, dance
and performance to people from schools, colleges and various folk groups. As an artist
and a trainer, he was called a Velu Aasan (Teacher). His performance, which began with
52 steps (Adavu) through his memory power, has today reached more than 110 steps by
his traditional knowledge. Not only as a trainer, he was also an expert in making drum
and skin instruments. He has produced more than thousands of skin instruments.

4. Shri Velu Aasan became a trainer who took drum music and its culture to the
world stage. He traveled to America, China, Malaysia, and Singapore and made this art
known to the world. In the last 30 years, he has given more than 1200 programs and
training. He has acted in more than thirty-five films in Tamil and Telugu. After 2001, he
started an association of ‘Thappaatta Kalainjargal Sangam’ in Madurai and was
involved in the work of organising many folk artists.

S Shri Velu Aasan has been awarded by several organizations in recognition of his
artistic contribution and cultural dedication. He has received the Ayya Azhagar Sami
Award by Dalit Resource Centre - 2004, Om Muthu Mari Award by University of
Madras, Parai Isai Sirpi Award in 2015 by Alagappa University and Kalai Nanmani
Award in 2021 by Department of Art and Culture, Tamil Nadu.
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A I ARAT ARG B IR SR T URIG RIS DATGRI H ¥ U 8 | URTg, o1y oreg a7 oregg
& M A W ST ST 7, RO IRA BT U URARG ATt arel I3 & | I8 U URIRS arel 95 & forar
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2. 20 HS, 1970 BT ST, #ff I M o Wi faenmera ol Al wefm & N 31U+ Ugrs oI =&
Rl | URAR BI TR & DR, IBI+ 10 Y DI A1G H {0+ O & A1 fa=g ufig STeliToeR STeeiihg,
(1 TTeT8), HldR Il 3R HHI—HT 3T FIBR e[l & ol URTS FINT BT U2+ BRAT Yo B (T |
I% fUwel 34 auf I fAqW 811 & IR WR Ugd gl URTg HHId, Yeb URURD Hell AR IqD HATBRI Pl
QAT B 3R bR & Sfidd dxel & forg Ueei ax X2 € | T 2| X1 81 &R WRTS a1l a7 & 91
Bl STeelihg, BT FHT BRAT IRURS 7 | 372 1 ddel IR AaH H dfed Arelfie dAldb1d &3 § #1 1”15
I BT IRURS BT v R T 2 |

3. SRI—SI¥ ARG ad Ioadl HT fawIR g3M, ART Bl URTg AT 3R USR $I e T3] H 3
M| &1 I IRAA e UR1eTads 9 Y RSTsi+ weell, Dictoll AR A= Al TE1 & ANl ol I8 |,
T 3R Ueei RIERIT | U BethR iR Ufieid & wu 3, S dq 9 (R1erdh) sl Sirar o | S
FRT TR & AEH 52 RN (IAQTg) H Y GAT SAP] TG 3ol I URURS SH 4 110 I AD
RO T U gHT 2 | 98 7 dadl U TR o, dfcd d et IR IAS @ aerid 99 H ) 7R |
I EGIRI W AP THS S AR T & |

4. 571 I AT Ub U TfRIersh a1 fosi- g4 | 3R 3! AP &l 9% ued T ugdn |
IR IMRBT, A, AR 3R REMYR &1 AT @1 3R 39 Hell B a1 ¥R H 79 fhar | st 30
ATl § BRI 1200 | SATET HIRIHH AR AR faU & | S2i afffet 3R dgy &1 Ui & sarar fhed! 4
& far 2| af 2001 @ 91€ I AGY H UWIET Bl oA FIH G Al Y& DI 3R FHs Ald
HATBRI DI ST B & BT H LMHA T |

5. 31 I ST DI 9D DHAlcHD ANTAT AR ARG ITD FAUY & oY B GG gIRT TR fdba
TIAT B | ST Sferd AT dg §IRT 1T 3O A [R¥BR — 2004, A fasafdenera gRT oM 9o ary
JRIBR, 3T Tal fI=afderne gRT ay 2015 ¥ Wiy s RRUT REPR 3R ol AR Fwpic famT,
AffeTg gRT Y 2021 # FHeATs A REHR AT 2 |
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