
SHRI VELU AASAN

 Shri Velu Aasan is one of the senior and foremost well-known Parai artists in 
Tamil Nadu. Parai, also known as Thappu or Thappattai is a traditional percussion 
instrument from South India. It is a traditional instrument used to make 
announcements and played during temple festivals, cultural folk performances, 
weddings and functions.

2. Born on 20  May, 1970, Shri Velu Aasan did not continue his study beyond the  th

fourth grade of elementary school. Due to the family's poverty, he began performing 
Parai music with his father at the age of 10 for the world famous Alanganallur 
Jallikkattu (Bull Fight), temple festivals and sometimes funeral processions. He has 
been performing for the last 34 years to revive and rejuvenate Parai music, one of the 
traditional arts that is on the verge of extinction, and its artists. It is traditional to 
honour the Jallikattu only after the swami darshan is completed and the Parai 
instrument is played. He is proud to have proclaimed the Parai Music of traditional not 
only in the Indian context but also in the universal folklore arena.

3. As cultural festivals grew, the importance of Parai music and performance was  
realized by the public. Shri Velu Aasan became a trainer who taught this music, dance 
and performance to people from schools, colleges and various folk groups. As an artist 
and a trainer, he was called a Velu Aasan (Teacher). His performance, which began with 
52 steps (Adavu) through his memory power, has today reached more than 110 steps by 
his traditional knowledge. Not only as a trainer, he was also an expert in making drum 
and skin instruments. He has produced more than thousands of skin instruments.

4. Shri Velu Aasan became a trainer who took drum music and its culture to the  
world stage. He traveled to America, China, Malaysia, and Singapore and made this art 
known to the world. In the last 30 years, he has given more than 1200 programs and 
training. He has acted in more than thirty-five films in Tamil and Telugu. After 2001, he 
started an association of' ‘Thappaatta Kalainjargal Sangam’ in Madurai and was 
involved in the work of organising many folk artists.

5. Shri Velu Aasan has been awarded by several organizations in recognition of his  
artistic contribution and cultural dedication. He has received the Ayya Azhagar Sami 
Award by Dalit Resource Centre - 2004, Om Muthu Mari Award by University of 
Madras, Parai Isai Sirpi Award in 2015 by Alagappa University and Kalai Nanmani 
Award in 2021 by Department of Art and Culture, Tamil Nadu.
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 Jh osyq vklku rfeyukMq ds ofj"B vkSj lcls çfl) ijkÃ dykdkjksa esa ls ,d gSaA ijkÃ] ftls FkIiw ;k FkIiêÃ 
ds uke ls Hkh tkuk tkrk gS] nf{k.k Hkkjr dk ,d ikjaifjd rky ok| ;a= gSA ;g ,d ikjaifjd ok| ;a= gS ftldk 
mi;ksx ?kks"k.kk djus ds fy, fd;k tkrk gS vkSj eafnj mRloksa] lkaL—frd yksd çn'kZuksa] 'kkfn;ksa vkSj lekjksgksa ds 
nkSjku ctk;k tkrk gSA

2 ]- 20 eÃ] 1970 dks tUes  Jh osyq vklku us çkFkfed fo|ky; dh pkSFkh d{kk ls vkxs viuh i<+kÃ tkjh ugÈ 
j[khA ifjokj dh xjhch ds dkj.k] mUgksaus 10 o"kZ dh vk;q esa vius firk ds lkFk foÜo çfl) vyaxuYywj tYyhdêw 
¼cSy yM+kÃ½] eafnj mRloksa vkSj dHkh&dHkh vafre laLdkj tqywlksa ds fy, ijkÃ laxhr dk çn'kZu djuk 'kq: dj fn;kA 
og fiNys 34 o"kks± ls foyqIr gksus ds dxkj ij igq¡p pqdh ijkÃ laxhr] ,d ikjaifjd dyk vkSj mlds dykdkjksa dks 
iqutÊfor djus vkSj fQj ls thoar djus ds fy, çn'kZu dj jgs gSaA Lokeh n'kZu iwjk gksus vkSj ijkÃ ok| ctkus ds ckn 
gh tYyhdêw dk lEeku djuk ikjaifjd gSA mUgsa u dsoy Hkkjrh; lanHkZ esa cfYd lkoZHkkSfed yksdxhr {ks= esa Hkh ijkÃ 
laxhr dks ikjaifjd ?kksf"kr djus ij xoZ gSA

3- tSls&tSls lkaL—frd mRloksa dk foLrkj gqvk] yksxksa dks ijkÃ laxhr vkSj çn'kZu dk egRo le> esa vkus 
yxkA Jh osyq vklku ,d çf'k{kd cu x, ftUgksaus Ldwyksa] d‚ystksa vkSj fofHkUu yksd lewgksa ds yksxksa dks ;g laxhr] 
ùR; vkSj çn'kZu fl[kk;kA ,d dykdkj vkSj çf'k{kd ds :i esa] mUgsa osyq vklu ¼f'k{kd½ dgk tkrk FkkA mudh 
Lej.k 'kfä ds ekè;e ls 52 pj.kksa ¼vnkoq½ ls 'kq: gqvk mudk çn'kZu vkt muds ikjaifjd Kku ls 110 ls vfèkd 
pj.kksa rd igq¡p pqdk gSA og u dsoy ,d çf'k{kd Fks] cfYd os <ksy vkSj peM+s ds ok|;a= cukus esa Hkh ekfgj FksA 
mUgksaus gt+kjksa ls vfèkd peM+s ds ok|;a= cuk, gSaA

4- Jh osyq vklku ,d ,sls çf'k{kd cus ftUgksaus Mªe laxhr vkSj bldh laL—fr dks foÜo iVy rd igqapk;kA 
mUgksaus vesfjdk] phu] eysf'k;k vkSj Çlxkiqj dh ;k=k dh vkSj bl dyk dks nqfu;k Hkj esa e'kgwj fd;kA fiNys 30 
lkyksa esa mUgksaus 1200 ls T+;knk dk;ZØe vkSj çf'k{k.k fn, gSaA mUgksaus rfey vkSj rsyqxq dh iSarhl ls T+;knk fQ+Yeksa esa 
dke fd;k gSA o"kZ 2001 ds ckn mUgksaus enqjS esa *FkIikêk dySutjxy laxe* uked laLFkk 'kq: dh vkSj dÃ yksd 
dykdkjksa dks laxfBr djus ds dke esa 'kkfey jgsA

5- Jh osyq vklku dks muds dykRed ;ksxnku vkSj lkaL—frd leiZ.k ds fy, dÃ laxBuksa }kjk lEekfur fd;k 
x;k gSA mUgsa nfyr lalkèku dsaæ }kjk v¸;k vt+xj lkeh iqjLdkj & 2004] eækl foÜofo|ky; }kjk vkse eqFkq ekjh 
iqjLdkj] vyxIik foÜofo|ky; }kjk o"kZ 2015 esa ijkÃ blkÃ fljih iqjLdkj vkSj dyk vkSj laL—fr foHkkx] 
rfeyukMq }kjk o"kZ 2021 esa dykÃ ukueuh iqjLdkj feyk gSA
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